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From the editor

Yes, we’ve skipped an edition.  The scheduled edition for June didn’t materialise but it means that this 
edition is a bumper one with plenty of stories about all that’s been happening across the Club since 
May.  With just a few weeks of competition remaining, and hopefully some finals spots, it’s Go Glebe 
for men, women, juniors and our volunteers.  

Happy reading and good hockey!

Carole Wark
Administrative Director & RR Editor
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From the Chair

Family, Equality, Commitment and Contribution

The value I would like to talk about in this edition of the newsletter is CONTRIBUTION. The other 3 are equality important 
but that is not what I want to focus on.

Our great Club has been built on CONTRIBUTION, people giving their time and energy freely for the benefit of the 
Club and its membership. Getting 22 teams onto the field each week just does not happen without Club members 
and supporters doing the work. I’ve spoken before about how the membership should be saying thank you for the 
contribution these people are putting in to make the hockey experience enjoyable for all.  We cannot take it for granted 
that someone will prepare the training drills, bring the balls, make sure that the scorecard is sent in, or all the other tasks 
that just seem to happen.

To all the members who work tirelessly behind the scenes, who get no limelight but keep plodding away at projects that 
will benefit the Club in the longer term – thank you. 

There are many tasks and challenges running a hockey club for our 333 members and we need more people to start 
looking at putting up their hands for 2020.  Why am I saying this? The main reason is a selfish one. After my stint of three 
years as President, I will not be seeking re-election at this year’s AGM.  Other Board members and members of the 
various committees have notified me of their intention to take a break also.

So it comes as no surprise to you at the AGM, I am putting the Club membership on notice that there will be a number of 
vacancies on the Board and in the Committees next year.  I am laying down a challenge:  who of you are going to step up 
and contribute as those since 1931 have done in keeping this Club a club of champions, a champion club?

I look forward to being bombarded with applicants.

Les Wark
PRESIDENT

Life Members and life mates, Les Wark and Geoff Paterson still making a contribution to the Glebe family.



Congratulations to Sam Alexander-Prideaux and Litiana Field on their performances at the U21 National Championships in 
the tournament held in Lismore from 10-17 July 2019. Sam and Litiana played for the NSW Blues men’s and women’s teams 
respectively.  Sam’s team came in 6th from 8 teams competing in the tournament while Litiana’s team came in 7th  from 8.  
Sam and Liti are pictured here at the tournament in the Lismore heat. 

Congratulations also to Riley Nilan, Ben Martin and Destiny Peris for their selection in the Hockey NSW Accelerated Athlete 
Program.  The Athlete Acceleration Program is aimed at talented players aged 16-18 and establishes a means for athletes 
from any area of the state to advance their skills to the elite level.  We wish all three players the very best in this great 
opportunity to achieve their elite playing dreams.

#glebechampions

Sam Alexander-Prideaux and Litiana Field in action for NSW at nationals



We’ve had a few milestone games for players in the middle part of the season, with Allegra Symonds clocking up her 
100 junior games for the Club.  Allegra plays in the U15 Redbacks but is also a highly valued member of our 5th Grade 
Women’s team.  Congratulations on your fabulous junior milestone Allegra! 

Other outstanding milestones achieved recently were Ross Bougoukas who played his 150th First Grade game and 
BJ Bruton who played his 100th First Grade game.  Ross’ outstanding contribution and commitment to the club is 
demonstrated in his willingness to take on the role of Men’s Club Captain while at the same time coaching our First 
Grade Women’s side.  Ross gives 100% on and off the field.BJ’s attitude and commitment to the club are second to 
none.  He’s been a key member of the Glebe First Grade squad since he joined and a significant coach and mentor to 
our junior goalkeepers. Congratulations on your significant milestones, Ross and BJ and thanks for all that you do for 
others in the club.

Allegra Symonds 100 junior games

Ben Martin 



We wish David Reid, 2nd Grade men’s Goalkeeper, all the very best in the Australian Country Men’s Championship to 
be held in Shepparton, Victoria from 3-11 August where he’ll be playing for NSW Country.

Ross Bougoukas and BJ Bruton receive Saint John Espresso Players of the Round on their 
milestone games

David Reid organising the PC defence



#glebejuniors

 All of our Junior Sydney East Hockey Association reps have finished their championships for 2019.  We had 
Glebe juniors at U13, U15 and U18 championships in Grafton, Parkes, Goonellabah, Taree, Macarthur and 
Wagga.  There were 61 individual performances by Glebe juniors across the SEHA teams.  Outstanding 
effort Glebe boys and girls!  And go you good Glebe parents supporting our next generation of players and 
umpires. 

U17s Back L-R: Cameron Jones, Olive Currie, Will Brine, 
Orlando Travis, Zane Goodridge, Matt West;  Centre L-R:  
Rebekah Goldsworthy, Destiny Peris, Prudie Dallen, Olivia 
Cain, Talia Morrow; Front: Bronte Ryan

U15s

U11s and the whole family! U13s 



I recently asked a random cluster of our junior 
players what makes a good Club President.  I 
was curious because the GDHC Board has been 
working on a range of issues around strategic 
planning, succession planning, the structure of our 
committees and preparing role descriptions.  It can 
be dry work, but the responses of our young people 
shine a light on what’s important to those who will 
be the Club’s next generation of champions, and I 
found their insights enlightening.  

‘Someone not above the people, who cares about 
the whole club’

‘Someone who knows everyone’s name’

‘Someone who cares about the lower grades’

‘Someone who can take risks to get us back up the 
top’

Success, as a President, a Board, a Club or a team, 
can be defined and measured in many different 
ways, but the kind of success the GDHC Board has 
been working towards in 2019 is summed up in the 
statement from the 2018 Annual Report:

We are successful when

Our members experience a sense of welcome and 
feel connected to the Club’s history and traditions.

Our members, their families and people in our 
community value their hockey experience and their 
relationships with us.

Our teams are inclusive and diverse.

Our teams persistently strive for competitive 
success.

Our operational and financial management enables 
our future growth.
Our Club is a significant and ongoing part of the life 
of our members.

#oped
Shortly the 2019 Senior Player Survey will be 
in your inboxes and you’ll have the chance to 
provide valuable feedback on how the season has 
been going.  Your responses help the Board and 
the Committees to see what’s been working and 
what hasn’t. And it helps us gather statistics to 
support our case in lobbying for things that we’d 
like to change but haven’t been able to yet, like 
better access to turf time for training.  I encourage 
our senior players to take the time to complete the 
survey honestly because you can be assured that 
your responses are taken seriously. 

In the meantime, back to those junior players 
and their insights.  They reflect the diversity of 
demands placed on all those who take on roles 
of responsibility as they work for the future of the 
GDHC, not just the President.  Those juniors are 
expecting people who can build relationships 
with them as well as getting teams on the pitch 
each week.  They are expecting people who look 
respectfully not nostalgically at the past but who 
aren’t afraid to try something new or different, 
even if it doesn’t come off. And they are expecting 
people who can put good things in place for 
players of all ages and abilities across the whole 
club so everyone can keep on enjoying their 
hockey, season after season, up and down the 
grades.

It’s a tall order, but not impossible.  We don’t have 
to look too far to see the amazing contribution 
that many, many people are already making to 
continue relentlessly building the foundations for 
future success at our Club.  And the good news is 
that there will be opportunities in 2020 for people 
with some enthusiasm and loyalty to the Club’s 
ideals to take on roles in Committees and on the 
Board to keep the flame going.  Watch this space 
for vacancies!

In 2021 we will celebrate our 90 years as a hockey 
club in Sydney.  With such a long history, we’re a 
club of traditions and we often quote champions 
from our past to inspire the work of our future.  Pat 



Nilan has been one of our most successful 
players and administrators.  Our current 
President, Les Wark, as a young first 
grader, had many of Pat’s quotes hanging 
in his garage where he used to pick up a 
stick to train daily.  One among the many 
was this:

“Every member has to look into a mirror 
sometimes and ask ‘Who am I in club life 
and do I tick all the boxes?”’

Ticking all the boxes does not mean 
burning yourself out doing 6 or 7 roles 
across one or two areas of the club.  
Sometimes it just means taking some 
personal responsibility for getting fit, 
and to quote Ken Wark, another Glebe 
champion, ‘turning up not just showing 
up’ to training.  It means being available for 
more than your own game, being grateful 
and supporting those who are giving 
up their time for you, asking for support 
to reach your hockey goals and being 
informed and realistic about what the club 
can do for you. 

I was lucky enough to be at the 4th Grade women’s 
game at a few weeks ago to choose the Saint John 
Espresso Player of the Round.  If you were looking 
for something to complain about you could easily 
find it at Cintra on a Sunday night with a game 
starting at 8:00pm, but there was so much in that 
team to celebrate, despite the cold.  I had the good 
fortune to watch mum of Erin Machin Hunt and 
former manager, Kerry Hunt, play a blinder.  Kerry 
has come out of a long retirement as a player to 
put on the goalie pads because the team didn’t 
have a keeper this season.  Charlie Pepper’s mum, 
Elissa Molloy, stepped into the breach and is doing 
a fabulous job as manager. Charlie, Player of the 
Round, has also been helping out with the junior 
BBQ and the women’s history archiving.  Jade Fox

helped our Women’s Committee solve a coaching 
problem for 5th Grade by convincing her mum, 
Lynne Fox, to coach.  Lynne has been involving 
Life Member, Charlie Brown in the strategy for 
game day.   Carla O’Donnell had played a game 
in thirds before fronting up again.  The team is 
full of former junior players and those players are 
now supporting the new batch of Glebe juniors 
coming into women’s.  Watching young Billy 
Pritchard’s skills carving up the opposition – gold 
on a cold night!  So many, many things to tick the 
boxes in club life and highlight how the club’s 
values are being lived out each week.  

#oped

Carole Wark presenting Charlie Pepper with the 
Saint John Espresso Player of the Round 



#oped

The highpoint for a proud old Glebe woman like 
me, however, was being able to tell those young 
women and their wonderful mothers, how special 
it was to see one of our former junior girls, with her 
own outstanding playing career cut short by injury, 
committing to coach.  I have waited a very long time 
to see a homegrown Glebe woman coaching, and 
Ana Moraitakis is doing an outstanding job with a 
team which is playing up a grade in the league, and 
within striking distance of a semi-final spot. Big tick in 
club life and heart-warming success.  

At the business end of the season, staying motivated 
to finish well can be challenging.  I leave you with 
the wisdom of the garage wall from Pat Nilan which 
I hope inspires you to keep going so we can all look 
back at the 2019 season and say that was a success:

Winning:
• Everyone’s looking for a winning edge but 
there just aren’t any shortcuts.
• Winning is personal – to be a winner you must 
be satisfied with your own performance.  It is only of 
limited value if the team wins but you have had a poor 
game.
• You can only win in our game with intelligent 
people; the unintelligent will work out a way to get 
beaten.
• Most games are won in the end.  True some 
are won at the beginning, but that is always because 
the other teams are licked in the mind before the 
game started.
• When we win everybody takes a share of the 
credit; when we lose it’s the same way.
• If you want something badly enough you can 
get it but you must want it all season long, not just on 
game day.
• Winning a match only means you’re a 
champion for a week.

Ten Little Words:  If it is to be, it is up to me.

Wishing you good hockey.  Go Glebe!

Carole Wark
RR EDITOR



#turfupdate

The following email was sent by Jess 
Weatherall to David Thompson, CEO of 
Hockey NSW after she had contacted 
both John Egan, Minister for Sport and 
Clover Moore.  Jess is one of our U13 
players and one of our JDH scholarship 
recipients.  Clearly a contributor to the 
club through her hockey, she is also 
President material of the future!  Let’s 
hope she still isn’t having to advocate 
for a turf for Glebe Hockey by then.

Dear David Thompson,

I’m Jess Weatherall, age 10. I play field 
hockey for Glebe District Hockey Club. 
They are the group of people that first 
really got me into the sport, and I am 
very grateful for this.
I love the sport so much and I play for 
different representative teams, as well 
as club, which is where it all started. 

My club is amazing. They’re a great 
group of people, have very skilful 
players, and they help everyone learn. 

However, there is just one thing we 
could improve about the club. Even 
though we are a hockey club, we don’t 
actually have a hockey field. This is the 
thing that I would love to fix for the 
club, as now, we are playing at Jubilee 
Oval on grass when we get a home 
game, which isn’t very fun because 
that’s not how modern hockey is played, 
and you can’t tell where the ball is 
going to go. The ball moves slower. This 
all makes the game really unpredictable 
which is not the idea of the game. 

And that is if we even play at Jubilee! 
At the moment, we are having to use 
other club’s fields for training, and we 
never get a home game, because it’s on 
grass. Though it’s not only Glebe that 
wants a new astroturf field, it would 
benefit all of the other clubs as well. This 
is because they also have to travel all 
over the place to fields that don’t even 
have a home team playing. A field for us 
would be a closer field for them!! 

If we could have some new turf, 
anywhere around Glebe, we would all 
be ever so grateful. There are many 
different places to put a field too. 
The old greyhound racing centre for 
example!! That would be an amazing 
spot for a hockey field! There has been 
a campaign for a while now, and I hope 
you can see that we really should have a 
turf field. 

Plus, not only this would benefit our 
current club, but I’m positive it would 
encourage other kids to pick up the 
sport, knowing that they have a field 
right near their house. This is making 
even more kids fit - which is obviously 
helping us all. 

Right now, we have to travel all over the 
place to play. Lidcombe, Bankstown, 
Sutherland, Kyeemagh, Moorebank... 
but if we just had a home field, we’d be 
playing really close. 
I have already contacted Clover 
Moore, and John Egan (the NSW Office 
of Sport) and they have told me to 
contact you. Trust me, this is all for an 
amazing cause, as I believe you would 
understand as you are a hockey person. 



#turfupdate

I know that you are aware of all this - 
it’s just our club really needs a hockey 
field, because we’re a hockey club!

If I could help in getting our club 
a field - honestly, that would be a 
dream come true. The club gives me 
so much, that I just really want to give 
them something back. 

Please think about this, as I’m 100% 
certain this is the right thing to do. 
And I may only be 10, but I know I can 
do this, despite my age.

Thank you so much, 
Jess Weatherall

David Thompson’s reply:

Dear Jessica, thanks so much for your 
email.

I am well aware of the desperate 
need of a home ground for the Glebe 
Hockey Club.

I have met numerous 
times with both the City 
of Sydney Council and 
Inner West Council to 
try and find a location 
for Glebe Hockey to call 
home.

As you have seen our 
State Government 
Office of Sport are well 
aware of our need.

I will continue to work 
hard to find this home.

Thanks for your effort in raising 
awareness and I will continue the push.

Thanks and Regards
David Thompson 
CEO
Hockey NSW

Les Wark and Darcy Byrne from the Inner West Council 
at a last minute call up for an interview on Channel 7 
to put the case for a multi-purpose artificial surface 
suitable for hockey at Rozelle.

Our Glebe hockey U11 family with our inspiring turf 
advocate, Jess Weatherall, pictured in the centre row, 
fourth from the right.  You’re a champion, Jess!



#fromthearchives

As the person whose phone number is listed with 
Google as the Glebe Hockey contact, I receive 
lots of interesting phone calls out of the blue.  
Earlier this year I was contacted by Wendy Irvine, 
the daughter of Tom Irvine, who was a player for 
Glebe in the 1940s.  Wendy had been sorting 
through her deceased parents things and was 
calling to see if we’d be interested in taking some 
Glebe memorabilia from her father’s playing days.

After a number of conversations over the course 
of a few months, I met Wendy at Camperdown 
recently to collect the material and speak with her 
about her dad.  I spent a fascinating hour or so 
dipping into her recollections of her dad and life 
in the Irvine family.
Wendy handed over to me a bag of bits and 
pieces which many years before her mother had 
carefully wrapped in paper and naphthalene flakes 
including a pennant commemorating Tom’s 50 
First Grade games, other pennants from the glory 
days of First Grade men, newspaper clippings, 
photos of Glebe teams and a playing shirt worn 
by Tom.  Wendy also had Tom’s hockey stick 
which had been handed down to her when she 
first started to play.  It bears the modifications she 
made to it – red and green electrical tape, for the 
Rabbitohs, of course, the team she supported as a 
very young person.  

It’s a special thing to open a bag and find bits of 
someone’s life in it.  Stepping back in time and 
seeing our Club’s impact on a person, and his 
impact on our Club is a gift.  What really impressed 
me was a couple of newspaper clippings, yellow 
with age, and not dated, but which outlined the 
intensity of the games played but also the very 
significant contribution that our club members 
made to growing the junior base at the time.  

Tom was a teacher at Belmore Central Technical 
School, now Belmore Boys High School.  One of the 
newspaper clippings outlines Tom’s contribution 
to hockey there.  He ran an interhouse competition 
for 150 boys at the school.  From those 8 teams 
they selected two teams to compete in the PSAAA 
competition.  None of those boys was allowed to 
play for Glebe because of where they lived, so 

Tom in fact was building the base for what would 
become the Canterbury Bankstown Hockey Club.  
(The word ‘District’ in our club’s name refers back 
to a time when there were residential restrictions 
placed on clubs.  If you didn’t live in the Glebe 
area, you couldn’t play for Glebe.)   The article 
outlines the contribution of another Glebe player, 
goalkeeper Sid Cairnduff, who went to Ryde every 
Saturday morning to assist officials there to coach 
Under 15 boys starting in the game.  

Another gem discovered in the conversation with 
Wendy was the reason Tom’s photo was carefully 
cut out and included as an inset at the bottom of 
the official photo taken of the 1st Grade team after 
their Grand Final win in 1943.  Apparently Tom had 
to leave before the photo could be taken because 
his wife, Grace had just given birth to their first 
child, a daughter, Toni.   

The first junior team for Glebe was fielded in 1948, 
which was the year after Tom Irvine finished his time 
at Glebe, moving on to other places in his teaching 
career.  In 1949, Vernon Turner (pictured bottom 
right in that 1943 winners photo) began his work 
at Glebe to tirelessly build the junior base, which 
developed players like Pat Nilan, Graeme Gilmour, 
Victor Westacott, Bill Stubbs, Greg Harris and 
Bobby Fox.  Vernon made a 10 year contribution 
to the juniors.  Harry Wark’s biography states this 
about him: 

Not only was Vernon a champion hockey player, 
he was a phenomenally dedicated and committed 
coach. In 1949-1958 the Club’s junior teams were 
supervised, inspired, organised, enthused and 
trained by Vernon Turner. For ten years Vernon 
was the driving force within the Club’s junior 
movement. He was an optimist, an enthusiast, 
a great motivator, and a good organiser, ideally 
suited to his role working with younger players.

Like Vernon, Tom Irvine was a teacher, and in my 
conversation with Wendy, she described him 
as being a tolerant man, able to see beyond the 
behaviour to the person.  He was also a radical 
man.  He’d go against the grain if it went against his 
conscience and he wasn’t afraid to speak his mind.  



#fromthearchives

This had its challenges at a time when Australia was 
at war and Tom was a firm pacifist.  

Again, like Vernon, Tom attended Sydney University 
to enhance his teaching qualifications, and moved 
to country schools all around NSW before being 
appointed as Deputy at Kiama and Headmaster at 
Oakflats.

Tom Irvine’s memorabilia ready for the GDHC Archives.



SAVE THESE DATES!

Glebe Junior Carnival Sunday 25 August 2019 at Jubilee oval 9:30am – 3:30pm

Band Night Sunday 25 August 2019 at the Clubhouse

Sydney Hockey Finals 

SL Grades (SL3 for our 5th Grade) 

Semi-finals on 24 August 2019 

Final on 31 August 2019

Grand Final on 7 September 2019 

PL Grades 1-4 

Final series for PL grades start on 31 August with the Grand Final on 14 September 2019.

SWHL Finals

Semi-finals on 1 September 2019 

Finals on 8 September 2019

Grand Final on 15 September 2019

Loretta Dorman Medal 17 September 2019 

SEHA FINALS

Semi-finals on 17 and 18 August 2019 

Finals on 24 August 2019 

Grand Final on 24 August 2019

Glebe Junior Presentation Night 11 September 2019 at the Clubhouse

Senior Presentation Night Saturday 28th September 2019 at the Grandstand Bar, 

Sydney University



#glebefamily

Derby Day Glebe V Sydney Uni

Our historical connection with Sydney University as 
local rivals is well documented in Under the Arches 
and the Sydney Uni Derby Day is a very fitting 
addition to our club calendar, especially playing 
for the Eastaugh Turner Cup, named in honour of 
Vernon Turner from Glebe and Frederick Eastaugh 
from Sydney Uni for their significant playing and 
community contributions to the two clubs.   

This year’s Derby Day against Sydney Uni, held 
at Bruce Pryor Field, Lidcombe on 15 June, was 
unfortunately not the club contest that we had 
been hoping for due to the SWHL fixture allocation 
for our women’s teams. Although the Sydney 
Uni V Glebe Derby Day is only in its second year, 
the competition was set up initially between the 
two clubs so that at least two women’s teams and 
three men’s teams competed on the day for the 
Eastaugh Turner Cup.  With only one women’s 
team being scheduled, it was necessary to make 
a quick change to the rules to allow the men’s 4th 
grade game to be counted in the points.  

Making hockey these days a club spectacle is 
increasingly difficult with men and women playing 
on different days, teams split across various 
venues and game times scheduled late into the 
evening.  There are not many opportunities where 
people across the whole club can come out for 
an afternoon of supporting a number of teams 
and interacting socially with one another and the 
opposition. Derby Days are important to clubs 
so we are hoping next year to work with SWHL 
to find a way to replicate our very successful and 
longstanding Briars Derby Day with Sydney Uni.

Results on the day were as follows:

1st Grade men:  3-0 loss
1st Grade women:  1-0 win

2nd Grade men:  4-0 loss
3rd Grade men:  5-1 loss
4th Grade men:  3-0 loss

1st Grade Men’s Match Report

Glebe 0 V Sydney Uni 3

It was a tough and disappointing day for the Red 
Men at the Derby Day against Sydney Uni. Though 
competitive at times, the 3-0 loss was a lacklustre 
performance from Men’s 1st Grade, in an eminently 
winnable match that was important to Glebe’s hopes of 
playing finals in September. 

Though competitive at times, particularly during the 
first quarter, where Glebe surmounted sustained 
attacking pressure, a first elusive goal could not be 
gained and the fluent attack and dominant hockey 
shown by the Red Men at the start of the game did not 
convert into scoreboard pressure. 

As the game progressed, Sydney Uni began to take 
control of the 50/50 contests and to control the flow of 
the game. Defensive blunders and an inability to score 
saw the game slip away from Glebe, with the end score 
reflecting a sound loss. 

Apart from the obvious disappointment of losing the 
game of hockey, the most frustrating aspect of the 
game for the players, coaches, and spectators, was that 
Glebe was not outclassed by Sydney Uni. The calibre 
of individual ability in 1st Grade this year should have 
seen the game be far more competitive than it was; the 
close loss to last year’s grand finalists UNSW just the 
week before shows that this team can be competitive.  

Attitude, fitness, and an inability to show up on the 
day all proved fatal in Glebe’s loss, disappointing for 
the large contingent of loyal Glebe supporters who 
came out to watch. This is a side that should be doing 
so much better, and with the season almost gone it is 



Cochrane was our super-sub, as she had travelled 
down from Newcastle for Masters, and made it 
back in time for a gutsy second half.

While we were rugged up on the bench, almost 
every player who came off for a break commented 
on the fast pace of the match. It was a tough 
encounter. 

In the last quarter, Glebe came out firing yet all the 
action happened at the very tail end of the game. 
With 5 minutes to go, Glebe conceded a penalty 
corner and our fearless Captain Alisha Middleton 
held them out. One minute later – quick ball 
movement and it was down our end resulting in a 
penalty corner called for Glebe. 

Equal best on ground, Cec Crobach, took a hit 
from the top of the D and Laura Schmahmann 
made a deflection on the post to take Glebe 1-0 
up! It was a tense few minutes remaining in the 
match, but Cec did her usual tricks in the corner 
of the field and wound down the clock to ensure 
Glebe take the points.

It was a fantastic performance proving First Grade 
are a force to be reckoned with this season, 
moving into first place on the ladder. In the rooms, 
everyone was on a (sugar) winning high. In a thriller, 
the recent Derby Day duck for our First Grade 
women had been broken.

Kat Hughes
Women’s Club Captain

#glebefamily

going to take tough and determined hockey, as I 
know this team is capable of playing, to make the 
finals. 

Sam Alexander-Prideaux
First Grade Men’s Team

1st Grade Women’s Match report

Glebe 1 V Sydney Uni 0

You can usually tell how close and stressful a First 
Grade women’s match is judging by how many 
lollies Ross Bougoukas eats as he coaches – it was at 
least one per minute against Sydney Uni.

The scene was set with plenty of maroon support 
on the hill and Glebe chasing its first point of the 
Eastaugh Turner Cup. The first quarter was evenly 
contested with Aisling Klimoski making some 
impressive saves, our defensive corner battery 
working hard, and two penalty corner attempts of 
our own. Initially we played a long game, but began 
looking more threatening when we played closer 
and shorter, avoiding their dangerous play-maker.

During the second quarter the defensive and 
midfield transfers were looking good with our lines 
linking up. Bronte Ryan down back, Eliza Brennan 
in the middle, and Clare Callinan up front all played 
like terriers whilst making life difficult for opponents. 
Laura ‘Schuey’ ‘Road Runner’ Schmahmann pulled 
off perfect J-curves as drilled into us on Wednesday 
evenings at Camperdown. Hannah Weir, stepping 
up from Seconds, made some demanding leads up 
front yet neither side could break the deadlock.

At half-time, Ross asked for more aggression in 
our attacking circle. Admittedly though, the third 
quarter belonged to Sydney Uni as Glebe had a few 
shaky moments down back including conceding 
a few PC’s. Again, our strong defensive battery 
continued to hold them out. Katrina ‘Shorty’ 



#glebemen

Sydney Hockey earlier this year notified clubs 
that the men’s competition would change in 
2020.  The structure will be:

Premier League 2020
• There will be a Premier League of three 
grades (PL 1-3).  Clubs entering the Premier 
League competition are required to enter three 
teams, one in each of the three grades.
• A club may enter fewer than three 
teams only on the proviso that it enters into a 
partnership with another club to fill all three 
grades.  This is the responsibility of each club and 
not the Sydney Hockey Board.
• The competition will be limited to no 
more than 18 rounds, with no double headers 
and no hockey played on the weekends of the 
Under 18s or Open State championships.
• Games in the Premier League will be 
played in four 17 minutes quarters (2 minute 
quarter time breaks during which players must 
remain on the field; clock starts when 2 minutes 
are up; and a 5 minute half time break.)
• All Premier League matches (PL 1-3) 
will be overseen by a Sydney Hockey appointed 
Technical Officer.
• All Premier League players are to play in 
individually numbered shirts for the entirety of 
the season.  Sydney Hockey is to be informed of 
the allocated shirt numbers before the beginning 
of the 2020 season.

Eligibility of players for the Premier League

Premier League clubs are to nominate seven 
(7) players who may only play in the Premier 
League 1 competition.  This list will be subject to 
approval by the Sydney Hockey Board.

The 2020 Competition Rules will be published 
before the commencement of the 2020 season.

Sydney League 2020 
• There will be a Sydney League 
structure of six (6) grades (SL 1-6)
• Clubs to  be paired across grades 
where possible
• Between eight to ten teams in each 
grade
• Clubs are to nominate the number of 
teams by the second week of February in the 
year the competition is to begin
• Team nominations will be graded 
by the Sydney Hockey Board according to 
performances from the previous season
• The competition will be limited to no 
more than 18 rounds.
• Games in the Premier League will be 
played in four 17 minutes quarters (2 minute 
quarter time breaks during which players 
must remain on the field; clock starts when 
2 minutes are up; and a 5 minute half time 
break.)
• Promotion and relegation of teams 
will be undertaken each season to achieve 
balance and fairness and will be at the 
discretion of the Sydney Hockey Board and 
according to performances from the previous 
season.

This season our men’s teams have played in PL 
1-4 and SL 3 which is a grade lower than last 
year for 5th Grade.  They are currently coming 
equal second on the pointscore which is a 
significantly more successful season in terms 
of points than last year.  Well done Fighting 
Fifths!  Looking forward to a finals spot in 
2019.

Sydney Hockey Change to Competition in 2020



Cameron Jones – up and coming umpire 
in the ranks!  

Cameron is one of  our U17Metro  players 
who is also playing senior men’s hockey in 
second grade.  He’s also found the time to 
sharpen up his umpiring skills.  Very few Glebe 
men in the past have opted to improve the 
umpiring they get each week by picking up 
the whistle themselves.  It’s fantastic to see 
Cameron taking it on.  We look forward to 
supporting him with his ongoing development, 
hopefully to an elite level. Here’s what 
Cameron had to say about his umpiring to 
date:

1. What Hockey NSW tournaments have you 
umpired in this year?  How did you find the 
experience?

This year I have Umpired at the Under 15’s 
Boys State Championships that occurred at 
Narellan. I really enjoyed this experience as 
it significantly improved my umpiring. It was 
good working with other umpires at a high 
level and receiving individual feedback after 
each game. 

2. How did you get involved in umpiring at Glebe 
in the first place?

I started umpiring for Glebe because I thought 
it would be a good way to learn and understand 
more about the game and its rules. I also wanted 
to find a way to give back to the sport and the 
club and found that umpiring was the best way 
for me to do so. 

3. What do you enjoy about umpiring?  What’s 
the most challenging thing about it for you?

There are many things that I enjoy about 
umpiring, however, the thing that I like most is 
the increase in knowledge and understanding 
of the game that comes with the experience 
of umpiring. Also, the fact that it is a nice way 
to make a little bit of pocket money on the 
weekend.  The most challenging part of umpiring 
is being switched on all the time, to ensure that 
the calls I am making are correct.  Sometimes 
the players can be challenging when they do not 
agree with my decisions.

4. Do you think that umpiring helps your playing?  
Why?
I believe that umpiring has improved my 
gameplay, as it has given me a finer understanding 
of the rules and a clearer interpretation of what 
the umpires will tolerate.

#glebemen

Cameron Jones on the pitch for Second Grade men.



#glebemen - 3rd Grade GF
Report from Warry Wark

Farewell Ali and Riz!

Despite the unrelenting commitment of our 
loyal long term players, the GDHC Board has 
identified the hard issue of an ageing player 
base and a lack of playing depth in our men’s 
ranks. One strategy to address this was to get 
some of our key past players back into the 
game.  It’s been great to have some strong 
ex-first graders back this season to boost 
the third grade squad: Pat and Michael Wark, 
Andrew Cheong, Zac Farlow and Aaron 
Oman.  Others like Al Brown, Dylan Howe, 
Alex Sheard and Mack Noller have boosted 
our playing ranks in the higher grades.  Along 
with some good new players (Andrew Rice, 
William Lewis, Darren French) added to the 
extraordinary commitment of our travelling 
players (Emmerson Weiley from Taree, the 
Martins from the Central Coast and David Reid 
from Lithgow) we have remained competitive 
across the grades.

Between the 2018 and 2019 season we 
lost 5 first graders either through injury or 
retirement, so another strategy we tried this 
year was to target two players from overseas 
to play in the first and second grade squad.  
Part of the plan was also for these players to 
bring their higher level skills to the gaps in 
our junior coaching ranks.  Although it took 
some time to organise, we welcomed Rizwan 
Ali and Ali Aziz to the club at the beginning 
of July.  Both Ali and Rizwan were selected in 
the Pakistan National squad and given approval 
in writing to play with us from July to the 
middle of September by the Pakistan Hockey 
Association. 

Unfortunately due to circumstances well 
beyond the control of the players or the 
club, Riz and Ali were called back to Pakistan 
after just a few weeks with us to fulfil their 
commitments to their National team. We in 
good conscience could not stand in the way of 
their future employment and hockey and wish 
them well in their preparation for Olympic 
selection. 

#glebemen

Recruiting a few key imported players was an 
exercise in trying to do something different to 
address a need in our men’s ranks.  It hasn’t paid 
off this season, but could be a useful strategy going 
forward.  It has cost the club very little except 
inconvenience and has stretched some players and 
supporters in their thinking about what’s needed to 
get the club back into the top 6 first grade teams in 
Sydney and whether that is in fact what we’re aiming 
for.

First Grade men welcome Ali Aziz (pictured in the front 
row, first from left) and Rizwan Ali (front row, third from 
left) to the Glebe family.

Fighting Fifths celebrating one of their wins earlier in the 
season.



#glebewomen

As we pass the half way mark of the season 
we could not be more proud of our women 
players. Three of our teams are in the top 
four on their respective ladders (First, Third 
and Fourth Grade) and better still all of our 
teams are training hard, playing hard and 
enjoying their hockey under the leadership 
of wonderful coaches and managers. 

Our survey results in recent years have shown 
us that the main thing all Glebe women have 
in common is their love of the game and 
playing it with their good mates. That’s what 
keeps us coming back season after season 
and it’s what gets full teams on the turf in 
the rain, dark and very cold Sunday nights 
in June. When we talk about enjoyment and 
friendship it’s fitting to focus this Red Rag 
article on our Fifth and Sixth Grade teams. 
They are topping the ladder for enthusiasm 
and commitment and showing the rest of the 
club what good attendance at training looks 
like. 

Fighting Fifth Grade:
From the outset it was always going to 
be a cracking team. When we gathered 
together the responses to the quick survey 
we sent out to guide selections we were 
overwhelmed by women wanting to play 
Fifth Grade. It was definitely the most 
popular team in the women’s side of the 
club. The first things we needed to do were 
make the numbers manageable and appoint 
a coach. And along came Lynne Fox. Lynne 
is the mother of Jade, captain and inspiring 
force of our Fourth Grade team, and she has 
been supporting our women from 

the sidelines for many seasons. Jade had 
managed some convincing conversations 
over the family dinner table and Lynne said 
“why not?” We on the women’s committee 
were relieved and how quickly that relief 
turned to admiration and gratitude for 
everything about Lynne’s approach to 
coaching. Respectful, organised, inspiring 
and proud. Lynne is the only coach I know 
who keeps an Excel spreadsheet of who 
attends training and games. And that 
spreadsheet is full of green ticks - most 
weeks there are 15 or 16 players turning up 
to her training. 

Fifth Grade debunk the myth that a winning 
team is a happy team. With five draws under 
their belts (including to teams right at the 
top of the ladder) our mighty Fifths are yet to 
crack a win. As Lynne says “they are knocking 
on the door” and once they break that door 
open there will be no stopping them. But for 
now, winning is far from everything and it’s 
not needed for friendships to flourish. Next 
month, 13 members of the team are going 
away together for a weekend in the Hunter 
Valley - they have hired a house and are 
having a Christmas in July celebration. And 
it’s not their first team sabbatical - last year 
they went to Berry. 

Alongside fabulous Lynne are others who 
support the team - Maddie is an outstanding 
manager, Elena leads as captain by starting 
her pre - match talk for every game with an 
inspiring quote and Maria, new to hockey 
this season, runs fitness sessions for her team 
mates.

Showing the way - Fifth and Sixth 
Grade women on the up and up 



#glebewomen
Below is message to the team from Lynne. It 
says it all. 

A message from Lynne Fox, Proud Fifth 
Grade Coach

Thank you everyone for making me feel so 
welcome at Glebe this year. Also, thank you 
Kate and Clare for your continued support 
and unwavering encouragement.
To my team, what a FANTASTIC bunch of 
young women that I’m starting to get to 
know, week by week and whose hockey 
skills have improved exponentially during the 
first half of the season.
We are also improving our positional play 
and starting to link some directed, accurate 
passes together which is very exciting. We 
have been knocking on the door for our first 
win in every game. 
I know if we continue to train hard as a team, 
we will have a rewarding second half of the 
season. Keep up the WONDERFUL attitude, 
enthusiastic and energetic work at training 
and matches and let’s make the rest of the 
season rewarding for all of us.
Thank you and warm regards, 
Lynne Fox

Sensational Sixth Grade:
This is another team bulging at the seams 
with players and commitment. Sixth Grade 
is our only women’s team playing in the 
SEHA competition. This means they miss 
out on the sideline support that comes 
from playing before or after other Glebe 
teams at the same venue in the SWHL 
competition. It’s just as well then that this is 
a team that generates its own support and 
encouragement. 

So who is it that makes up this dynamic and 
happy team? Firstly there is the dedicated 
coach, and sometimes player, Julie Phillips. 
Julie and her daughter Claudia signed 
up last season. Claudia is an excellent 
goalkeeper while Julie’s playing experience 
and leadership qualities were obvious from 
the outset. One season as captain, the 
next she stepped up to coach the team. 
Julie’s warmth, calm, encouragement and 
knowledge has been fundamental to the 
strength and happiness of this team. The 
impact Julie has made as a coach is obvious 
– after round one of the season the team 
is sitting in fifth position and has scored 11 
goals. This is a huge 
improvement from 
last season. 

Then there is the 
manager Racheal 
Beckett – super 
organised and 
enthusiastic. 
Last season was 
Rachael’s first on 
the field but that did 
not stop her putting 
her hand up to 
manage them team. 
She didn’t even 
need to be asked 
this season. In 
describing the team 
Rachael said, “it’s a 
wonderful group of 
women who have 
quickly bonded into a strong competitive 
team”. She reports that it is the “mix of ages 
and skills on the field that provides for a 
thrilling game every week with each player 
bringing their own secret weapon”. 



#glebewomen

6th grade team - winners of Trivia night! 

Early every Sunday morning Captain 
Victoria McKenzie sets a positive tone for 
the team with her inspirational WhatsAp 
messages - coupled with Alex Kinneally’s 
hand picked Spotify playlist the team 
always hit the field pumped up and ready 
to play.

The team includes two combinations 
of mother and daughters – Julie with 
Claudia, and Helen with her two 
daughters Sophia and Eleanor; women 
coming back to hockey after a long break; 
some looking to meet friends and build a 
new community after moving to Sydney 
for work and others just keen to secure 
some time into their week that includes 
hockey, fitness and fun. 

Friendships have quickly formed through 
plenty of carpooling, Sunday lunches, 
trips to warehouse sales, mid-week dinner 
gatherings, pub crawls and winning inner 
west Trivia nights. 

Congratulations to both teams for 
your commitment and results. All 
the best for the rest of the season. 

Kate Alexander
GLEBE WOMEN’S DIRECTOR 

Happy hockey women  - post game celebrations 
and farewelling supporting super coach Colleen 

Downs.



Arthur Stubbs Foundation Night

The Arthur Stubbs Foundation was established 
in 2018 to assist the GDHC Board in building 
an ongoing revenue base to cover the costs of 
developing our junior and senior players that did 
not rely on charging increased fees to players.  The 
Arthur Stubbs Foundation in partnership with the 
Australian Sports Foundation is registered under 
the Incomes Assessment Act which means that all 
donations above $2 are fully tax deductable.

The funds raised from the ASF in the 2018-19 
financial year have allowed us to 
• keep playing fees at the same rate for men, 
including a nominal cost for a Head Coach
• pay for the women’s coaches across all 
grades instead of charging that in fees
• supported our NSW rep players by an extra 
$250 each
• provide specific goalie training for juniors, 
women and men once a month
• provide funds to support the skills 
development of our junior coaches and umpires
• provide equipment for our junior 
goalkeepers and other equipment for our juniors
• install a trophy cabinet in the clubhouse so 
the perpetual trophies are not at risk of deterioration 
in the storeroom
We are hoping to raise the funds in the 2019-20 
financial year to
• continue to keep development and coaching 
costs out of the playing fees

• purchase a new benchtop for the clubhouse 
bar and a more energy-efficient fridge to try and 
offset the significant cost of power in the clubhouse.
• continue to offer our HNSW 
representatives some financial support
• continue to offer our juniors specific skill 
development opportunities

The 2019 Arthur Stubbs fundraising night was 
held on 12 June 2019 at the Toxteth Hotel.  It was 
fabulous to have some of our key junior players 
there encouraging people to donate while enjoying 
some great finger food and drinks.  The GDHC Board 
is very grateful to the group of people overseeing the 
ASF – Colin Rochester, Aaron Oman, Natalie White, 
Josh La Spina and Paul Jowett.  The goal for this year 
is $30,000.  A massive thank you to all those who 
have donated.  Your generosity means that we don’t 
have to try and raise funds through raffles, BBQs 
and social events.  It’s still possible to donate via the 
club’s website using the DONATE button or via the 
Australian Sports Foundation’s Glebe Hockey page:

https://asf.org.au/projects/glebe-district-hockey-club/

Many thanks to the ASF team and all those who came 
along to support the event and to William Grant & 
Sons and our other sponsors for their generous gifts 
for prizes on the night.

The ASF team – Aaron Oman, Paul Jowett and 
Colin Rochester (Chair)



Arthur Stubbs Foundation Night

Cam Jones, Cate Heath and Matt West, our outstanding juniors gathering support for 
donations at the ASF fundraiser.  Matt is pictured with his mother Liz and Jamie Travis.

#glebefamily at the ASF enjoying the good company 
of hockey friends and family while raising money for 
junior and senior development.



#glebefamilyupdates 

The Glebe District Hockey Club is much more 
than 22 teams of players who love their hockey. 
Part of the Club’s tradition is to look after our own 
and being aware of what’s happening around the 
family traps has been a feature of the RR since its 
beginnings.  Here’s a little of what’s been happening 
since the last edition.

News of the sad passing of Club stalwart, Graeme 
‘Gilly’ Gilmour, reached us with his death in July.  A 
few snippets from Graeme’s Biography written by 
Harry Wark might give you a sense of Gilly’s hockey 
achievements and great love of the club and its 
people: 

Graeme hit the hockey ball around the park at 
Jubilee Oval from an early age, but first started in 
the Club’s junior teams in 1954 aged 11 years, when 
he played in the Glebe Police Boys Club under-14 
team.  His debut first grade game was at age 17 in 
1961 He was elected the Club’s twelfth Life-Member 
at the 1974 AGM and was the Club’s President for 
four years from 1981 to 1984. He was on the Club’s 
Management Committee for twenty years from 
1965 to 1984.

 He played left fullback in the first grade team until 
the end of 1973, a total of 13 years. He won first 
grade premierships in 1962, ’63, ’64 and ’65 and 
captained the first grade team in 1972. 

After his first grade career was over Graeme played 
in the Club’s lower grades mainly third grade until 
the end of the 1979 when he retired, having played 
335 senior games for Glebe. He won third grade 
premierships in 1974, ’75, ’76 and ’78. Graeme was 
a vital cog in the team’s penalty corner combination, 
which was a well-oiled outfit. He had a powerful hit 
resulting in many goals for Glebe. 

During his years in the lower grades Graeme 
mentored many of the players he had coached as 
Under-10 players. He coached the Club’s Under-10 
team for 19 years from 1964 to the end of the 1982 
season, which is an impressive feat by any measure. 
Graeme’s coaching record is an amazing example of 
commitment. His unselfish devotion to the youngest 
players in the Club was an inspiration to others. 

This involvement with the development of his ex-
junior team members and being able to smoothly 
integrate them into the Club’s senior teams gave 
Graeme a deep sense of satisfaction, and rightly 
so. Over many years he helped a lot of young men 
develop as people, as athletes, and as human beings.  
Our sincere condolences are extended to his 
children Kellie and Brent and their families, Delma, 
Gilly’s ex-wife, and Sue, his partner, and her family.
Gilly’s biography is available on the website in the 
Club History section under Life Members.
https://glebehockey.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2018/02/LM1975-Graeme-Gilmour-GDHC-
Biography-copy.pdf

Vale Graeme Gilmour, pictured third from left 
with Paul Brindley, Harry and Ken Wark Snrs



#glebefamilyupdates 

Apologies to Lara Pendle, one of our 2018 Fourth 
Grade women for not welcoming her beautiful son 
to the Glebe Family before this. Oscar Pendle Ryan 
was born 1/1/19 at RPA just 23 minutes into the 
new year, weighing 3.3 kgs. Lara reports that he’s 
doing very well and already has 4 teeth.  We’re 
hoping to see Lara back on the pitch soon where 
young Oscar will be joining the contingent of 
offspring on the sidelines of our women’s games.

Glebe Junior Family Social Night was held at the 
Toxteth Hotel on 1 June, the first event back at the 
‘Toccy’ for Glebe families.  The night was a fantastic 
opportunity for parents and kids to get to know 
each other with an amazing turnout of over 100 
people including kids from Minkey to U17s mingling 
across teams getting to know each other beyond 

training sessions and game day.  A big thank you 
from the Junior Committee for coming along to 
make it such a fabulous night.

A special shout out to all those who have suffered 
injuries that have kept them from games this season 
– we hope you are back on the pitch soon.  A 
special get well message to Bridget Kelly who has 
been recovering from a burst appendix and has 
missed a lot of the season.  Hope to have you back 
in Third Grade soon, Bridget.

Our Social Committee under the guidance of Gareth 
Mealing (4th Grade Men) is doing a fantastic job of 
putting on some excellent events this season.  The 
Club Pub Crawl was revived for 2019 on 17 May 
and was a great night by all accounts.  Gareth also 
ran an excellent Trivia Night at the Toxteth Hotel 
on 13 July.  His entertainment industry organising 
skills certainly came to the fore.  It was great to 
see members from men’s, women’s and juniors all 
enjoying such a terrific night.  A big thanks to Gareth 
for all the work he put into the evening as well as 
the many other events this season.

Oscar Pendle Ryan as a new born and now grown 
pictured with his lovely mum, Lara Pendle.

Gareth Mealing doing a great job getting some of 
our social events organised this season.



#glebefamilyupdates 

All the best to Charlie Pepper who is travelling overseas for an 
extended period.  Charlie has been in charge of the clubhouse 
for junior training on Wednesdays feeding the families after 
training and she has also done an outstanding job with archiving 
documents for the Women’s History Project.  Safe travel 
Charlie and looking forward to having you back for the start of 
the 2020 season.  

Congratulations to Izzy Shannon who will be starting her studies 
in the US shortly, taking up a sports scholarship to continue 
sharpening her hockey skills.  Izzy will be greatly missed from 
the First Grade women’s team and by the kids at Minkey who 
have benefitted from her coaching this season.  

Litiana Field has also been home catching up with her Glebe 
mates and helping out at Minkey.  She’ll also be returning 
shortly to the US to continue her studies and hockey.  Litiana 
sought a clearance to play with GNS while she has been at 
home due to the HNSW requirement that she play in an ML1 
competition for the purposes of NSW selection.  Thanks for 
giving back to Glebe while you’ve been at home, Liti, and all the 
best for the hockey year ahead.

Members and friends enjoying the 2019 Pub Crawl.



#glebefamilyupdates 

Charlie Pepper with Kevin Heath and Izzy Shannon pictured with helpers Tom 
Alexander-Prideaux and Molly Busch at MInkey.

Content
If you have comments, suggestions or something to contribute to the RR Newsletter please 
send your material to Carole Wark on glebesecretary@gmail.com Every copy of the RR that 
has been published is available to those who are interested. We have the last four years’ 
editions published on the website. If you’d like to dip into some fascinating social history, 
don’t hesitate to contact us to ask for any past edition. Go Glebe – ‘Champion club, club of 
champions”



GDHC Sponsors

Please go out of your way to support our fantastic sponsors through your patronage and by 
liking or commenting on our social media posts and theirs: 

Foodworks    King Street, Newtown 
Galluzzo Fruit Market  Glebe Point Road near the corner of St John’s Rd. 
Pilcher Residential   Taylor Street, Annandale 
Assured Wealth   Bond St, City 
St John Expresso   St John’s Rd near the corner of Glebe Point Rd 
JDH Sports    jamiedwyerhockey.com (Luke Pollock is our sales rep) 
Baker’s Delight  Glebe Point Road, Glebe

The GDHC has renewed an old connection with the Toxteth Hotel, Glebe, who used to 
be a major sponsor back in the day.  It’s great to have them back on board with a special 
arrangement for Club members.  You should have your loyalty card for use at the Toxteth 
Hotel where 10% of your purchase will come back to the Club as a cash payment.  More 
cards are available for family and friends.  Additional cards are available from Les Wark or 
Josh La Spina. We look forward to building a strong relationship with the Toxteth into the 
future.

A big thanks to our sponsors JDH, Saint John Espresso and Galluzzo’s Fruit Market for their 
generous support of the ASF Fundraiser and the Trivia Night.

And please continue to go out of your way to support our sponsors through your patronage 
and by liking or commenting on our social media posts and theirs:

Andrew Rice, All Brown and Helen Gibson receiving prizes 
from our fabulous sponsors – JDH, Galluzzo Fruit Market 
and Saint John Espresso.

Pilcher Residential support getting us over 
the line at training. 
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