Billy Jardine
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Glebe hockey player from 1971-1985

Billy did not come up through the GDHC juniors, he started playing for Glebe in the seniors teams in 1971.

In his first year with the GDHC, Billy played 22 games for the Club’s fifth-grade team. It is interesting to note
that in 1971 it was a 22-game competition. In 2024 the competition has been reduced to a 18-game competition
for Sydney League teams and a 15-game competition for teams in the Sydney Premier League competition.

Billy won his first premiership with Glebe in 1972 when he played in the premiership-winning fifth-grade team
captained by Tony Martin, Craig and Grant’s father. He was a flying, athletic, goal-scoring right wing and a
regular in fifth grade for many years, winning his next fifth-grade premiership in 1975. Players in this team
were Brian McKeough, Greg Howe, Glen Puckeridge, Paul Rogers (captain), Tony Martin, Frank Whiteman,
Gary Scotcher, lan Scotcher, Denis Brown, Keith Kipp, and Keith Vincent (umpire). The 1975 team played
away from the other grades but it was a very social team and the after-game ‘A grade Bar Club’ as it was
called was a big hit with the players. In 1977 Billy scored 17 goals for the fifth grade team and he was a
prolific goal scorer throughout his career. In 1978 Billy, a vital cog in the team, saw the fifth grade win
another premiership. A photo of the team is shown below.

By the end of the 1981 season, Billy had played 216 games for Glebe, all in fifth grade. 1981 was another
fifth-grade premiership-winning year. The team beat St. George on a flick-off 4-3 after the score was tied 2-2
after ordinary time and 3-3 after extra time. It was a nerve-racking match. The Glebe players in this team
were Noel Anderson, lan Harvey, Tony Martin, Wayne Sullivan, Colin Smith, Craig Spence, Lyall Ebert,
Michael Galluzzo, Scott Brown, Peter Holmes, Glen Puckeridge, Billy Jardine, and Craig Kirkland. The team
captain had this to say about Billy in his Annual Report end of season-end wrap-up: ‘B Jardine: Skilled left
winger who scored in the grand final’.

Billy retired from playing at the end of the 1985 season having played 279 games for the Club, the vast
majority of them in fifth grade. He liked playing fifth grade, he liked his teammates and they liked him. He
was a quiet chap who was well-liked and reveled in the camaraderie and mateship that playing hockey in
fifth grade provided. He trained very little but loved his Saturday games and had no aspirations to work his
way up the grades.

Administration or coaching was not Billy’s thing. He was a player and a great teammate who brought joy to
his fellow fifth graders and loved the after-game social activities for which the fifth graders were famous.

The GDHC was well served by Billy Jardine. During his 15 years of Membership in the Club, he was loyal,
reliable, collegiate, enthusiastic, and a contributor to the common good.

May God accept Billy into His care.

Harry Wark, GDHC Life Member and Historian



5th grade premiers 1978 at Heffron Park, Maroubra after their grand-final win against Ryde 5-0.

Back Row L-R: Craig Stubbs, Brian Bissaker, Graham Kirkland, Harry Wark (captain), Dave Smith,
Con Savva, Tony Martin. Front Row L-R: Peter Casey, Paul Abate, George Manou, Roy ‘the Boy’

Birmingham, Billy Jardine, Victor Ferrari.



