Mark Paterson

Inducted on 7 December, 2025

The Paterson family’s involvement with the GDHC began in 1974.
Mark’s father, Geoff, started his hockey journey with the Cumberland
District Hockey Club. This top-tier club was established in the early
1940s and later became known as the Parramatta Hockey Club. It
ceased operations in the late 1970s. Geoff’s father, Keith Paterson,
was a leading figure at the Parramatta club, and Geoff followed in his
father’s footsteps. Geoff was a skilled player who reached
Cumberland first team level in the early 1970s while still in his mid-
teens.
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There was internal conflict within the Cumberland first-grade hockey i :
Mark receiving his Life Member pin

teamin 1973, and one of the players, a young Keith Pritchard, decided to
try his luck with Glebe for the 1974 season. Glebe Club stalwart the late
Graeme Gilmour had coached Keith in the 1973 NSW under-21s team and supported Keith in making this
decision. Keith persuaded Geoff to join him, and both Keith and Geoff played for Glebe in 1974. Both
players have maintained a long and happy relationship with the GDHC.

Keith Paterson became involved in the administration of the GDHC almost immediately after his son,
Geoff, joined the club, serving on its management committee for many years, including as Secretary from
1984 to 1986. He played a significant role in the club’s early efforts to secure a site for a synthetic turf
pitch. For his dedication to the club's administration, Keith Paterson was awarded Life Membership in
1989.

Geoff enjoyed the lively social scene at the club and met Maureen Casey, whose brothers—Stephen,
Paul, and Peter—were heavily involved in the GDHC. Geoff and Maureen married a few years later, and
their eldest son, Mark, was born in 1985, followed by a younger brother, lan, a couple of years later.
Maureen has been active in the life and affairs of the GDHC since 1970, taking on canteen and
administrative roles. She was elected a Life Member in 2023. Geoff received a Life Membership in 1996.

Mark attended Saint Vincent’s Primary School and De La Salle Brothers' Secondary School in Ashfield. As
a boy, he excelled at swimming and cricket, but his greatest passion was hockey.



Mark began with the Club’s Minkey programme, then run by Peter Busch, when he was 5 years old in
1990. In 1991, at the age of six, he progressed to the Club’s U/11
team, coached by Harry Wark and managed by Mick Tapsell. Players
in Mark’s U/11 team in 1991 included Robbie Austen, Sandy Gittins, : X ¥y
Nicholas Kelleher, Owen Macindoe, Patrick Wark, Mark O’Sullivan, o sl -
Kate O’Sullivan, Cameron Mackay, Ross Tapsell, Anthony Wark, " '
David Wall, and Tom Wingfield. The team finished mid-table.

In 1992, Mark was coached in the U/11s by his father, Geoff, who
guided him through most of his junior career. Mark’s first premiership
victory for Glebe came in 1994 with the U/11 team, which remained
undefeated throughout the season, including Junior Carnivals at the
Entrance, Pennant Hills, Saint George, Glebe, and Lithgow. The team
was joint premiers in 1995.
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From 1996 to 2000, Mark continued his junior career with Glebe, the Central Area Hockey Association,
the Sydney Hockey Association, and the NSW Hockey Association, participating in intra-state and
interstate hockey championships. In 2000, he won the Central Area U/15 Premiership with the U/15
Glebe Tigers. Players on this team included Tarran Backhus, Scott Bortfield, Andrew Cheong, Thomas
Dodd, Greg Evans, Dean McWhinney, Nick O’Connor, Josh Rivers, Gabrielle Wark, Matthew Wark,
Michael Wark, coach Geoff Paterson, and the late Geoff Bortfield, who was manager.

In 2001 and 2002, Mark captained the Club’s 2001 U/17 team, coached by Adam Campano. Overall, Mark
played 212 junior matches for Glebe. History repeats itself, and in 2025, 24 years later, Mark captained
the 2025 GDHC first-grade men’s team, coached by Adam Campano.

In 1999, after he turned 14, Mark began playing for the Club’s senior teams, filling in as needed for the
Club’s fifth-grade squad, captained by Keiren Dell. In 2000, at age 15, Mark moved up to the fourth grade,
which was defeated 4-1 by Moorebank in the grand final. By 2002, at the age of 17, Mark had become a
regular member of the second-grade team, and in 2003, he joined the GDHC first-grade team on a regular
basis. It was clear from an early age that Mark possessed the talent and determination to excel in hockey.
He represented NSW at U/13, U/15, and U/17 levels at the Australian Championships. In 2003 and 2004,
he was selected for the Australian U/18 team and was later chosen for the Australian U/21 team.

In 2005, Mark received a scholarship to the Australian Institute of Sport in Perth and was selected for the
NSW men’s senior team to compete at the Australian championships, which NSW won. In 2006, Mark
returned to Glebe and won the first-grade premiership with the team. That same year, Mark began a
teaching degree and a diploma of education at the Australian Catholic University, North Sydney,
specialising in physical education. In 2008, Glebe secured its third first-grade premiership in four years,




with Aaron Oman as captain. Players in this team included Daniel Cleary, Sam Noller, Alister Cullen, lan
Paterson, Patrick Wark, Michael Wark, Matthew Wark, Patrick Casey, Dean Benfield (goalkeeper), Andrew
Cheong, Mark Paterson, Josh La Spina, Adam Howard, Zac Farlow, Peter Wark, Aaron Nilan and Stephan
Madycki. Geoff Paterson served as coach, and John Nilan as manager.

During the mid-2000s, Mark was a regular member of the Sydney and NSW senior hockey teams,
representing NSW for ten seasons.

Mark excelled in 2008 and 2009, which led to him being
invited back to the AIS in Perth to join the extended
Australian squad by Australian coach Rick Charlesworth. He
made his debut for the Australian senior hockey team on
Thursday, 5 February 2009, becoming the 373rd player to
represent Australia. He represented Australia on 73
occasions. In 2009, he played for Australia at the Sultan
Azlan Shah Cup in Malaysia. In 2010, he spent a season
playing for the Royal Antwerp Hockey Club (RAHC) in
Belgium, and in 2011, he was selected for the extended 28- : c
player squad to train for the 2012 Olympic Games in London. Mark playing for Australia V Spain, 2011

During a practice match preparing for the upcoming London 2012 Olympic Games, he sustained a severe
fracture dislocation of the tarsometatarsal joint in his midfoot, known as a Lisfranc fracture, named after
a surgeon from Napoleon’s army, Jacques Lisfranc de St. Martin. As Lisfranc described, it occurs when a
horse rider falls off their mount and their foot remains in the stirrup. Mark’s injury was expected to take
many months to heal, whether or not surgery was performed.

To recover, Mark returned to his home base in Sydney to recuperate and consider his options. Life in
Sydney among friends and family was good, and the healing process took quite some time. After much
deliberation, Mark eventually decided to abandon his Olympic dream and pursue a more ordinary life in
Sydney. It must have been a tough decision for him, but this was the path he chose, and | get the
impression that he has not regretted it.

Settled back in Sydney, Mark secured a position as a PE teacher at Marist Brothers’ School, Peakhurst,
and reconnected with his social circle. He and Gabrielle Wark married in March 2014 at Saint James’
Catholic Church in Glebe, a church where his parents were married and which was the birthplace of the
GDHC in April 1931. Mark and Gab have four children: Grace, Frank, Isla, and Charlie. Mark has also
worked at Marist Brothers Pagewood, now known as Corpus Christi College Maroubra, and is currently on
the staff at Marcellin College Randwick, a Catholic boys' secondary school with 1,000 students located in
the eastern suburbs of Sydney.



After returning to Sydney, he continued his active involvement with the GDHC, and in 2012, Mark was
elected as the Club’s Publicity Officer, Red Rag Editor, and Web Coordinator. From 2013 to 2017, Mark
served as Club Secretary.

Mark’s mid-foot injury had healed by the start of the 2013 hockey season, and he enjoyed his first full
first-grade season since his 2008 grand final victory. He was hamed team
captain, a role he still holds as of 2025, thirteen years later. Thirteen years is a
record tenure as Glebe’s first-grade captain. Pat Nilan was the first-grade
captain for twelve years, and Billy Ryan was the captain for a decade during
the 1940s and 1950s.

Mark has played 360 senior men’s games for Glebe, with 300 of these in first
grade. The late Pat Nilan holds the record for the most first-grade games
played, at 361, which he played in the 1950s, 60s, and 1970s. The late Ken
Wark played 342 first-grade games for Glebe across the 1940s, 1950s, and
1960s, with his last first-grade match at the age of 42.

Mark at his 300th1st grade game

Mark also actively contributes to the junior club.
He was the Glebe Minkey coachin 2021 and 2022
& and coached a U/9 team in 2023, as well as U/10 teams in 2024 and 2025.

| He leads the Wednesday night U/10 training with great skill and enthusiasm,
- delivering sessions that the players thoroughly enjoy.

He is an excellent organiser, working with the Club’s Development Director,
Katrina Cochrane, to arrange and run school holiday hockey development
camps at the Crescent Turf and introduced the ‘Come n Try’ sessions as part
of the pre-season recruitment. The July 2025 school holiday camp attracted
over 60 children and was a great success.

Mark has received the following club trophies:
Arthur Stubbs Trophy (2000)
V J Turner Cup (2001)
Michael “Addo” Memorial Cup (2002, 2003)
Robert Diviney Memorial Trophy (2006, 2008, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)
Pat Nilan Trophy (2016, 2025)
JW Kenny Trophy: (2007, 2019)



Mark has made a significant contribution to the life and times of the GDHC and continues to do so, both
at the senior men’s and junior levels, as well as in administration. In 2023, 2024, and 2025, Mark has led
the GDHC'’s grant application efforts, submitting applications to local, state, and federal government
grant bodies for funding to purchase equipment and for clubhouse improvements. Two of these
applications have been successful.

- Harry Wark Jnr



