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Known as “MR HOCKEY”, Pat was a Giant of the game. 

Throughout world hockey, Pat was known as a brilliantly skillful 

forward and playmaker and revered as one of the finest players to 

have ever played the game. 

Making his debut for Australia in 1961, Pat went on to make 73 
international appearances, playing in 

3 successive Olympic Games and becoming a double Olympic 

medalist, winning a bronze medal in Tokyo in 1964 and a silver 

medal at the next Games in Mexico in 1968. 

His contribution to the sport extended well beyond his decorated 
international and representative career: 

• Pat was awarded with an Order of Australia Medal for 
his Services to Hockey, and he was inducted into... 

o the NSW Hall of Champions and 

o Hockey Australia’s Hall of Fame. 
For me, what is most striking about Pat’s hockey career and what demonstrates just how good he was, 
is the timeline of his hockey achievement – I would argue it’s unique and simply unmatched. Let me 
explain: 

• 1956 – Pat started playing hockey as a 15 year old 

• 1958 – he progressed to the senior ranks of GDHC 

• 1959 – he was selected in 1st Grade – 3 years after he 
started playing hockey 

• 1960 – selected to play for NSW Colts Team (U/21’s) 

• 1961 – 5 years after he commenced playing hockey, Pat was 
selected in the NSW & Australian Senior Teams 

• Pat went on to play for NSW and Australia for the next 12 
years in succession! 

 

Turning to Pat’s contribution to the Glebe District Hockey Club, 

Pat was a great club person – elected as a Life Member in 1971 

(15 years after he started playing hockey for Glebe!!) 

His contribution was enormous, and his commitment was lifelong 

– through almost 70 years, Pat was an outstanding player, a 

successful Captain-Coach, Senior Coach, Junior Coach and Representative Coach. Pat served on 

the Management committee, excelling as a progressive administrator, President and Club Captain 

and was always a wonderful supporter, great friend, and mentor – his involvement in every aspect of 

the Club bought Pat great personal satisfaction and great success to the club. 

 
In 1984, the Club struck a perpetual trophy – “The Pat Nilan Trophy” in honour of his contribution 

to Glebe Hockey both on and off the field. The trophy is awarded to the most outstanding Club person. 

There are many aspects of Pat’s contribution I could talk about, but the highlight was his 

first-grade career which spanned 20 straight years in the top grade, mainly as Captain 

Coach. To this day, Pat holds the individual record for the greatest number of 1st grade 

games played for the Club – 361 games. 

 

In his 20 straight years in 1st grade, Pat played in 13 Grand Finals and won 7. 

Put simply, during Pat’s 20 years in 1st grade, the club played in a GF every second year and won 



more than half of them. 

• 13 GF in 20 seasons – is a 65% success rate! 

• 7 wins in 13 GF – is a 55% success rate! 
One of his long-time 1st grade teammates, Harry Wark junior, described what it was like 

playing alongside Pat, when he wrote: 

“Pat was an athletic player, fast, nimble, and agile, with 

exceptional balance and poise. Pat played inside left and read the 

game like a book. At club level Pat was often swamped by 

opposition defenders, who realised the dangerous threat he posed, 

and they gave him 

extra-special attention. This made it difficult for Pat to “star” at club level. 

It is testament to Pat’s resilience, toughness, and durability that he was 

able to back up week after week, year after year, considering the special 

treatment he was dished-up by opposing teams, who sought to 

stop him by fair means or foul… it did, however, give the rest of us more room to move!” 
 

Apart from Pat’s hockey playing record for Glebe, NSW and Australia and his status in the game, 

what made Pat so special and popular in hockey circles was his demeanour, his humour, and his 
humility. 

• Pat was a hockey superstar, yet so humble – in 1972, playing in his 3rd Olympic Games, 
Pat sent me – a club junior, a postcard whilst he was playing at the Munich Olympics! The 
post card shared his trip, explained his hockey as well as his thoughts on Munich. 
> An Olympic legend, sending Junior’s postcards! 

• He was also a progressive coach, loved statistics, reminded us of how many effective and 
ineffective passes made, percentage of time on the left versus right and so on and so on - 
he was a genius and we listened, and we learnt, and we passed our learnings on. 

 
Tributes have come in from far and wide this week with messages centered on Pat’s playing 

record and achievements but also about Pat the person, and the many stories, anecdotes and 

moments shared and enjoyed with him – the words & sentiment used to describe Pat showed 

our respect and affection, and included: 

• He was inspirational. 

• He was a champion. 

• A legend – he was one of a kind. 

• A fierce competitor. 

• He is our club’s role model. 

• A true gentleman in every way. 

• A terrific singer – Did you hear him sing “Who killed Cock Robin?”. 

• A great coach – he made us think about the game differently! 

• When he spoke…we listened! 

• And much more. 

 
In my life, I’ve been blessed to know Pat, to play one first grade game with him and to coach with him 

and to be coached by him – I’ve had the good fortune of marrying into the Diviney/Nilan family and to 

see first-hand the passion Pat gave to his hockey and to us – but most of all, the love and admiration 

he had for his family and his friends. 

Pat was a Legend and to many of us, he was our HERO - we loved him will miss him….Patrick Joseph 

Nilan – God speed & Rest in Peace 

 

Eulogy from Colin Rochester, GDHC Life Member 
 


